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Dear Sirs: 

We would like to request an opinion from your office to determine whether it is 
Lubbock County’s or a surviving relatives’ duty to bury indigent decedents. We would 
also ask for clarification on other related issues. Our questions are as follows. 

I. Whether it is the Commissioners’ responsibility under section 694.002 of the 
Texas Health & Safety code or that of the persons listed in section 7 11.002 to 
provide for the burial of indigent persons dying in Lubbock County? 

II. Whether the Lubbock County General Assistance Agency may seize an 
indigent decedent’s assets to cover the cost of burial? 

III. Whether relatives, if it is determined that they do not bear primary 
responsibility for the costs of the decedent’s burial under section 711.002, may 
donate funds toward the burial expense? 

IV. Whether any funds received toward the cost of burial should be deposited with 
the General Assistance Agency of Lubbock County or into the Lubbock 
County General Fund? 



We would appreciate an expedited ooinion in this matter as we do not have any guidelines with 
which to work. Enclosed please find a memorandum brief on this matter. If you have an questions 
please feel free to contact this office. 

Sincerely, 

..“-““)~fi-\ 
Lubbock County Criminal District Attorney 
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